Quinidine hepatotoxicity. A report of a case and review of the literature.
A case is described of presumed quinidine hepatotoxicity, characterized by the development of fever, abnormal serum transaminase values, which improved after cessation of the drug but recurred after a challenge dose, and centrizonal hepatocellular necrosis detected on liver biopsy. Morphological changes on electron microscopy, consistent with a drug reaction, are also described. Pertinent features of previous case reports are analyzed, and the histological findings by light microscopy of the present and past cases are discussed. It is suggested that the development of unexplained fever within 1 month of quinidine administration should lead to consideration of possible hepatotoxicity.